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Sketches and Steamboat Slough description from:
Scenes of Wonder and Curiosity in California (1862) by James

STEAMBOAT SLOUGH.

A short distance above the Hog's Back we arrived at the
junction of Sutter Slough with Steamboat Slough, and there
enter the narrowest part of the stream. As this slough is deep
and navigable, and moreover is about nine miles nearer for
sailing throughthan by the main, or “old river,” nearly all
vessels upward bound take this route; while those on the
downward trip (excepting steamboats) generally take the
main river, inasmuch as the wind is more favorable for their
return to San Francisco.

As we pass through Steamboat Slough, we are impressed
with the narrowness of the channel for such large vessels, the
luxuriant foliage of the trees that adom its banks, and the
snug little cabins,nearly shut out from sight by wild vines and
trees, that are seen at intervals on its margin. Indeed the
scenery, as you steam up or down the river, is picturesque in
no slight degree. Here and there, as you tum with the sudden
windings of the stream, you room upon the little boats of
fishermen, and sloops, with their sails furled like the folded
wings of a sea-bird, waiting for the wind. The improvements
of the husbandman are everywhere seen along the
shorecottages half hidden among the dropping branches of
the sycamores, outhouses, haystacks, orchards, and
gardenswith their product of squashes and cabbages piled in
huge heaps; and here and there a school-house or church
gives a cheerful domestic character to the scene. The
landscape is diversified by the gnarled oaks, with vines
clinging about them for support, and their branches covered
with dark masses of mistletoe.
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